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' Brownell quUring the XIsenno
' Administration’s war against or-]
ganized erime when Br_ownc]li

— V¥V mysterious electronic "bug,” key weapon 01 THef thought that unrestricted use of

‘modern policeman in the war against organized
. crime, is going on trial for its constitutional lifej
" before the Supreme Court. '
' The forthcoming decision in
+ liquor license bribery case may well fix rules for gathering
- of criminal intelligence—an area vastly different from the

the weapon might be required to
keep tabs on the nation’s top
hoodlums. :

: b An interdepartrﬁlental memo
: e from the Justice Department in
New York's Playboy Club July, 1961, reported: “The attor-|i
ney general stated he recognized |
the reasons why telephone taps

FOIAb3b

Information obtained from tlhe.
ugs has saved the lives of infog- -
ants planted inside the mobg--
nd on occasion has saved the life.

. come with keen interest, but none more so than agents o

* Investigation, the Internal Revenue Service, the Narcotic

: assembly of evidence to be used in the trial of the accused,

Police officials across the nation will watch the out

the federal investigative agencies—the Federal Bureau o

_ Burcau, and the Central Intelligence Agency,

: 'juri‘sdiction in a clear-cut test of
' day to examine the constitution-

.that permits poiice to engage in
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. “bugging” when it agreed yester-|’

\/

ality of a New York State lawc

-pleased that we had been using
- microphone surveillances . where

_wherever possible in - organized

. PROBLEMS FACING
| LAW ENFORCERS

19 . 3 e 3 . ~ 0
electronic eavesdiopping unde in national security cases or in

should be restricted to national-

Y £ a gang member who was slatqd
defense-type cases and he was Eang

or execution by the syndicate.

these objections do mot applyli __THANKS TO ‘EAR' . ‘

atters " -

ained- shocking information on.
osa Nostra payoffs of corrupt
olice in more than one city
hrough the attentive manage-’
rent of political ward and pre-,
inct leaders. :
They know the names,
laces and amounts. Some

emo g the si
. Robert Kennedy (D-
.Y.), then attorney general,
ated Aug. 17, 1961, explained )

dates,’
of the.

Investigative agencies have ob=1 .

e e e ———t

; court approval. . -
The casc involves the appeal o
Ralph Berger, Chicago public re
lations man convicted in 1964 o
. plotting with Playboy Club offi}
‘ cials to bribe the former chair
-man of the New York State Li
 quor Authority to obtain a li
| eerse. -
" BUG WILL BE ISSUE
AN BAKER'S TRIAL

Several other cases touching o
the bugging issue are pending i
the lower courts. The questio

“awill figure prominently in the
“trial of DBobby Baker, forme
» Senate Democratic secretary an

i protege of DPresident Johnsoy.
'" The New York case is consid-
‘ered as the first open-and-sh
test of the use of the bug, the
_electronic listening device that
,Jaw_ enforcement officers have
" used effo~tively to keep up with
 wvhat's going on with the mob.
. A specific question to .be de-
,eided is  whether the' bugging
“@involves trespassory intrusion
! into private premises, ‘general’
' gearches for ‘mere evidence’ and
invasion of the privilege against
self-incrimination . . .”
This, in the eyes of the police,
*means the gathering of intelli-
gence, not evidence::
“;  The tapping of telephone wires
}_ and disclosure of telephonic con-

'
’

1 wversations is forbidden under the
l Tederal Communications Act, but
| back before World War II, with

I the approval of the Justice De-

i %::)rtment, the late President

. Rooseyelt. held that wiretapping

ases such as .kidnaping -~where
human life was at stake was per-
missible, so long as the informa-
ion obtained was not divulged or|
ised as evidence.

That ruling is still in effect,
hbnd followed. TFederal wiretaps
hust be approved by the attorne

Feneral and, in cases. involving
Hiplomatic offices such as foreign}

bmbassies, by the secretary off

| communications and is” not a
L e

ome of the problems facing the|
aw enforcement officials in us-
ng the bugs: . .

“In connection with the use of
ricrophone surveillances it isj

frequently- ‘necessary to lease af

rrupt have been weeded out;
thers will be. But the crime rate
eeps rising, and the cops_hope,
hey can keep listening, = . -]
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special - telephone line in orde
to monitor, -such a surveillanced
This activity in.no way involve
any interception of telephoni

state as well. . i
Bugging is something else again|*
oming into its own with the ad{
ances in technology made during

and after World War II. Here 4]

tmicrophone is planted in a-room,
occupied by those under surveil
ance, with a recording device a
the other end of the wire. '

78 FBI WIRETAPS
AND 67 BUGS IN '61

Une o 10 [ o ) OSuTres UL
the extent of bugging by the FBI
came in a letter of May 25, 1961, |
rom Assistant Attorney General |
Herbert J. Miller Jr. to Sen., Sam |

Eprvin Jr. At that time, Mi]ler,! Fhese technical difficulties havegs ™

wrote that the FBI had 78 wire- |
taps in operation and 67 “bugs”:
'working,

“As in the case of wiretap-
ping,” Miller wrote, ‘‘the technigue
of electronic listening devices is
used on an highly restricted bas-
is. The majority are in the field
of internal security, with a few
used to obtain intelligence infor-
mation with regard to organized.

crime. } - ’
Use of the bugs were approved
by then Attorney General Herbert,

'BUSY LISTENERS

1'

la lease arrangement be with the:

2
tCIC IO vevps

FBI, IRS HAVE BEEN .

n the New YOT R34
he telephone company has over|,
he years insisted that a letter be
urnished to the telephone com-|’
pany on each occasion when a
special telephone line is leased by
the FBIL It is required that such|

approval of the-attorney generalli
“We have not previously used];
cased -lines in connection withy:
icrophone surveillances becausq.
L certain technical difficulties]
vhich existed in New York City{:

owever, now been overcome.”
So the bugs were planted, and
ot only by the FBI, The Interna
Revenue Service has been & bus
istener. And through the years
ederal agents have been looking I
lown the open mouths ' of the :
osa Nostra—and the Communis§ Ca
’arty. adeb o e 0 b H ¢ Co
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